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Ariole Alei Dance

presents the World Premiere of


 
“Brilliant ... a master.” 

– The Georgia Straight

earth

Ascend

woman
one

“Easily one of the most alluring 

performances of the year.” 

– Monday Magazine

 PROGRAMME
Choreographer and Performer * – Ariole K. Alei

earth

“Dragon Fly”

Music – Pat Metheny “Oasis”

Premiere – July 1989

A voyeur view of a dragonfly beetle shedding its skin.

“Was … Is”

Music – Ayub Ogada “Kothbiro”

Premiere – September 2003

Waking to the first rays of dawn on a new planet, a lone creature discovers its ‘Self’.

“Lost”

Music – Mark Isham “In The Blue Distance”

Premiere – July 1989

“Lost” speaks of a universal human pain, a weeping emptiness, as if someone had torn a part of us from our own bellies, and we were left, bleeding.
“Ziyarah”

Music – A.D. Perry (A.D. Perry, prepared piano)

Premiere – September 2003

Wound up like the “accelerated change” premonition of Alvin Toffler’s Future Shock, “Ziyarah” lives up to David Suzuki’s ‘a frog in boiling water’ analogy of humanity’s numbness to its insane pace.  It winds and winds 

… until finally … it ‘pops’.
· Intermission *
woman

“Romp? (or Act IV, Scene V, The Final Breath)”

Music – Beethoven’s Sonata No. 8 in C minor

Premiere – September 1989

A comic ‘romp’ through the final death scenes of Grand Opera, with a touch of the ‘mad’ness of Grand Ballet thrown in.  Absolute silliness, a ‘psychological thriller’. 

“The Times After”

Music – A.D. Perry (Toni Stanick, violin; A.D. Perry, piano)

Premiere – May 1988

“The Times After” first came to me as a vision at night.  It persisted.  It wouldn’t let me rest until I had listened to it, honoured it, and ‘created’ it.  A prayer for the end of sexual and physical abuse and domestic violence, “The Times After” was the first solo dance ‘I’ created.  

“Back from the Edge”

Music – Andreas Vollenweider “Drown In Pale Light” and “The Secret, The Candle, And Love”

Premiere – July 1989

Inspired by my recovery from a fractured knee, “Back from the Edge” is a dance of sheer joy and deep appreciation, a celebration of life.  It is dedicated to the will to thrive which lives in all of us.

“The Passage”

Music – Howard Goodall “She Moved Through The Fair” (traditional Irish song)

Premiere – September 2003

A young maiden on the eve of her rite of passage – her wedding.

“Woman Awakening”

Music – Andrea Bocelli “L’Ultima Ré”

Premiere – April 2004

An intimate view into the awakening of true woman, the goddess within all women, the ‘Divine Feminine’ revealed.

* Intermission *

one

“The Great Escape”

Music – Marillion “The Great Escape”

Premiere – September 2003

Mesmerized by this music, I began choreographing to it before I had a conscious sense of what this dance is about.  Once ‘in’ it … I listened within myself more deeply.  The story which presented itself is this: Faced with death, the dancer realizes she has not lived so many of the moments which she has already been given.  Delving back into the empty moments of her past, she fully lives them, ready, ultimately, to be taken by death.  Death is a transformation; an invitation.  It is a door, and a mirror.  It beckons us and challenges us to actually live this gift of life which we have been given.  Living life to its fullest … with no regrets.  

“Umbrella Solo from City Piece” *

Choreography – Anna Wyman

Music – Edgar Froese

Premiere – 1985

Created for me by Anna Wyman, Artistic Director of the Anna Wyman Dance Theatre, with whom I toured internationally in 1983-86.  This solo is an excerpt from a full evening ensemble production entitled “City Piece”.  My passionate exploration within it is the limitless soaring of the uplifting effects of air and wind.

“above the clouds”

Music – Clannad “In A Lifetime”

Premiere – April 2004

The Ascension.  The journey through the portal … to omni-dimensionality of the spirit, of consciousness, of Light …
“Infinity”

Music – Robert Coxon “Infinity”

Premiere – August 2003

Timeless, effortless, floating … as spirits we are eternal, endless, omni present …  

“The Is The Sea”

Music – Mike Scott “This Is The Sea”

Premiere – April 2004

The arrival.  Beyond space, beyond time.  ‘Home’.  (At last …)

BIO
Born in Vancouver, Canada in 1961, Ariole K. Alei began dancing at the age of seven.  A graduate of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet Professional Division, Ariole toured internationally with the Anna Wyman Dance Theatre, Judith Marcuse Dance Company, and as a freelance artist in Toronto and Vancouver.

In August 1988 her performing career was halted when she was struck from her bicycle, fracturing her knee and hand.  Waking up to her strong inner guidance, she completely healed and, nine months later, made her comeback stronger than ever before in her premiere season as a solo performer (“there’s a camel on my back” solo tour, 1989).

Following her initial solo tour, she followed a deep inner calling and made herself available to other learning and contributions in the world ‘at-large’.  She participated as a citizen in the United Nations Earth Summit conference in Rio de Janeiro in 1992; co-founded a non-profit society reconnecting people with their innate capacity to creatively vision desirable positive futures; convened and facilitated several international conferences in London, England; met personally with His Holiness the Dalai Lama to discuss her visions of global transformation and peace – “A New Model of Exemplary Global Leadership”; created and facilitated numerous workshops and retreats in England and Wales; co-founded two corporate consulting practices – “bringing spirit into the concrete world”; published six + books and has led international tele-courses based on them; speaks on soulful topics of self-mastery and optimal achievement; coaches executives in ‘life and leadership excellence’; occasionally teaches Meditation and Yoga; mentors individuals and organizations in bringing out the best in themselves – clearly identifying their highest dreams and aspirations and living them … 

In June 2012 Ariole again answered the inner call to dance …  Reconstructing 14 of the solos created on her by choreographers including herself, Ariole has again defied ‘reality’.  At the age of fifty-one she is “dancing stronger than ever before”.  Like a fine wine or cheese – or the aroma of a lily – the maturity of her artistry is deepening its richness.  

Ascend is a ‘journey’ of the soul.  Akin to a loon carrying its babies upon its back, Ariole respectfully carries each individual in the audience through a passage of self-discovery and transformation.  Dropping deep into meditative absorption ‘on the stage’, Ariole creates a ‘vacuum’ inviting individuals into the depth of their own awakening (
“This is such a brilliant display of powerful emotion that it's difficult to believe this is Ariole Alei's first live performance in 14 years. Exuding stunning movement, the series of five solo dance pieces takes art to the next communicative level and the imagination into new territories: a visual splendour illustrating stories of sheer torment, heart-wrenching sentiment, liberating freedom and pure child-like innocence. Without a single word uttered, each motion is flawlessly sculpted in the air, provoking an array of emotional stories. This is not only beautifully choreographed contemporary dancing, but in essence true archaic theatre with animated Shakespearean-like facial expressions. The stage setting is bare, and the costumes are kept simple as no visual enhancement is needed. The engaging performance merited a standing ovation on its opening night and is easily one of the most alluring pieces of the year.”

– Alyssa Coulson, Monday Magazine review of Ariole Alei Solo Dance’s first ‘comeback’ tour, “Soul Stories”, 2003

* Ariole K. Alei was born, trained, and initially toured as Sharon Elise Wehner.  Her name changed – quite by her own surprise! – in 2005 when she became a published author. 


